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Date: January 16, 2020
Subject: Thomas Joyce (1722 - 1780) of Charlotte County, Virginia

Background: Baptized on October 4, 1722 at 1% Ballynahinch Church in County Down, Ireland, Thomas is
later documented in Louisa County, Virginia on July 28, 1747. Alexander Joyce (1720-1778) a brother to
Thomas is baptized in January 1720, and also likely appears in Louisa County and Lunenburg County,
Virginia.

Research objective: Is the Alexander Joyce who appears on August 15, 1748 in Louisa County, Virginia,
the brother of Thomas Joyce (1720-1778) who was born in County Down, Ireland.
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Repositories and Sources Consulted

15t Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church Baptisms: http://rosdavies.com/

e Entry for Thomas Joyce, January 1720
e Entry for Alexander Joyce, October 4, 1722

Louisa County, Virginia, Order Book 1 (1744-1748), microfilm 29: Library of Virginia, Richmond,
Virginia

e Entry for Thomas Joyce, July 28, 1747

Louisa County, Virginia, Deed Book A and B (1742-1759), microfilm 1: Library of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia

e Entry for Alexander, August 15, 1748

Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Book 1 & 2 (1746-1752), microfilm 1: Library of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia

e Entry for Alexander Joyce, May 10, 1748

Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Book 1 & 2 (1746-1752), microfilm 1: Library of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia

e Entry for Thomas Joyce, May 10, 1748

Lunenburg County, Virginia, Tithable (1748-1756), microfilm 411: Library of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia

e Entry for Alexander Joyce, 1748
e Entry for Alexander Joyce, 1750
e Entry for Alexander and Thomas Joyce, 1753

Charlotte County, Virginia, Will Book 1 (1765-1791), microfilm 16: Library of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia

e Entry Thomas Joyce, June 1, 1780

Guilford County, North Carolina, Record of Wills (1771-1943): www.ancestry.com

e Entry for Alexander Joyce, March 3, 1778

Lunenburg County, Virginia, Road Orders 1746-1764: www.virginiadot.org
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Summary: [All facts are fully citied in this report].

Recorded as being baptized on October 4, 1722 at 1st Ballynahinch Church in County Down,
Ireland,! Thomas was one of seven children. Born to Thomas Joyce and Mary Blakley, he also
had a brother Alexander baptized in January of 1720.2 Little is known about Thomas (1720-
1780) until he is recorded in Louisa County Virginia on July 28, 1747 in the county court.3 One
year later on August 15, 1748 in the same county an Alexander Joyce is present as witness in a
land deed in Louisa County.* After finding evidence that Thomas had purchased 400 areas of
land in Lunenburg County, Virginia, on May 10, 1748,° it also became clear that an Alexander
Joyce had purchased 800 acres of land in Lunenburg County on the same day.® After studying
the will of Alexander Joyce where Alexander describes Thomas as “my brother,”” it became
evident they were brothers. MORE INFORMATION IS FOUND IN THE DETAILED FINDINGS

1 Ros Davies, “Welcome to People’s Names of Co. Down, Ireland,”Ros Davies’ Co. Down, Northern
Ireland Family Research Site (http://www.rosdavies.com : accessed 17 January 2020), entry for Thomas
Joyce and Mary Blaikley; citing Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church Registers.

2 ibid

3 Louisa County, Virginia, “Louisa County, Virginia, Order Book 1, 1744-1748", p. 235, Thomas Joyce
Entry, July 28 1747; Library of Virginia microfilm 29.

% Louisa County Virginia,” Louisa County, Virginia, Deed Book A and B, 1742-1759”, Part 2: p. 326,
Thomas Hackett to George Clark entry, 15 August 1748; Library of Virginia microfilm 1.

> Lunenburg County, Virginia, “Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Book 1 & 2, 1746-1752”, Part 1: P.367-
369, entry for Alexander Spalding and John Lidderdale and Samuel Gordon to Thomas Joyce entry, May
10 1748; Library of Virginia microfilm 1.

® Lunenburg County, Virginia, “Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Book 1 & 2, 1746-1752,” pt.1: P. 368-
370, entry for Alexander Spalding and John Lidderdale and Samuel Gordon to Alexander Joyce, May 10
1748; Library of Virginia, microfilm 1.

7. “Alexander Joyce (1720-1778) 1778 Will: Part 1-2,” March 1778; digital image, Descendants of
Alexander and Thomas Joyce Families Association, Documentation
(https://www.thomasandalexanderjoyceassociation.com/: accessed 17 January 2020).
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Detailed Findings:

1%t Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church Baptism

A search into 1° Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church records confirm that both Alexander and Thomas
Joyce were born to Thomas Joyce and Mary Blakley (See Attachment A)

First Name Surname Children Year of Baptism

Thomas Joyce Mary October 24 1706
Elizabeth October 15, 1709
John May 25, 1718
Alexander January 1720
(unnamed son) September 28, 1721
Thomas October 4, 1722
Margaret September 6, 1724

Louisa County, Virginia Order Book Research

On July 28, 1747 Thomas is recorded in the county court of Louisa County, Virginia. (see attachment B)

“At a Court held for Louisa County on Tuesday the xxviiith day of July

MDCCXLVII Present
ROBERT LEWIS JOHN STARKE
CHARLES BARRET JOHN POINDEXTER  Gent. Justices
JOESPH BICKLEY ROGER THOMPSON

-Hannah, a Negro girl slave girl belonging to THOMAS JOYCE of this County, is by the Court adjudged to
be twelve years of age”

Louisa County, Virginia Deed Book Research

On August 15, 1748 Alexander Joyce is a witness in a land transaction between Thomas Hackett and
George Clark (see attachment C)

“This indenture made the fifteenth of August one thousand seven hundred forty and eight....between
Thomas Hackett of Caroline County and George Clark of Louisa County 400 acres of land on the north
fork of the James River...beginning at the said Thomas Hackett corner forks on the...south side of the

river.

John Hackett Thos. Hackett [seal]
Alexander Joyce Mary (M) Hackett [seal]
Garret Hackett”
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Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Research

On May 10, 1748, Alexander Joyce purchases 800 acres of land in Lunenburg County, Virginia, from
Alexander Spalding, John Lidderdale and Samuel Gordon (see attachment D)

“This Indenture made this tenth day of May one thousand seven hundred forty and eight Between
Alexander Spalding, John Lidderdale and Samuel Gordon merchants of the part and Alexander Joyce of
the County Lunenburg of the other part Thereas the said Alexander Spalding and John Lidderdale...in
consideration of the sum of thirty two pounds current money of Virginia do acquit and discharge the said
Alexander Joyce his heirs & executors and administrators two lotts or parcels of land containing about
eight hundred ace...of land lying and being in the County of Lunenburg on Ward’s Fork.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered Alexander Spalding
in the Presence John Lidderdale
J Scott, J Claiborne

Thomas Vernon”

Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Research

On May 10 1748, Thomas Joyce purchases 400 acres of land in Lunenburg County from Alexander
Spalding, John Lidderdale and Samuel Gordon. (See attachment E)

“This Indenture made the tenth day of May on thousand seven hundred forty and eight Between
Alexander Spalding, John Lidderdale and Samuel Gordon Merchants of the one part and Thomas Joyce of
the County of Lunenburg of the other part...do acquit and discharge the said Thomas Joyce...about four
hundred acres....lying and being in the County of Lunenburg on Ward’s Fork.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered Alexander Spalding
in the Presence John Lidderdale
J Scott, J Claiborne

Thomas Vernon”
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Guilford County, North Carolina, Record of Wills Research:

In March 3, 1778, in Alexander Joyces’ will, he mentions Thomas Joyce as “my brother”. (See Attached F)

“In the name of God Amen, | Alexander Joyce of Guilford County in the State of No. Carolina
being at this time very weak in body but of sound and [word unreadable] mind and memory......make
this my last will and testament.....to my beloved wife Jane Joyce three negros Ned, Sue, & Peggy and two
hundred & fifty acres of land including the planation where | now live.

“I give and bequeath to my son Thomas Joyce one hundred pounds in money...

I give and bequeath to my son John Joyce five hundred and twenty six acres of land lying in
Pittsylvania in the State of Virginia on Sandy River....

| give and bequeath to my son James Joyce one negro man named Bill and one hundred pounds
in money...

I give and bequeath to my son Elijah Joyce two hundred of land.....and one negro woman named
Amy and one hundred pounds in money....

I give and bequeath to my son Alexander Joyce one hundred pounds in money and one negro boy
named [name unreadable]...

I give and bequeath to my son Elisha Joyce a tract of land including the mill, one negro woman
named Sarah and one hundred pounds in money...

| give and bequeath to my son Andrew Joyce forty two hundred acres of land of the land...lying
on both sides [of] the river, one negro boy named [Steve?], and one hundred pounds in money...

I give to my daughter Sarabh....ten pounds in money and two cows...

| give and bequeath to my daughter Margaret one negro girl named Amy, one horse and saddle,
one bed and furniture and one spinning wheel..

| give and bequeath to my daughter Esther Joyce one negro girl named Sarah, one horse saddle,
one bed and furniture and one spinning wheel...

| give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Joyce one negro named Jenny, one horse and
saddle, one bed & furniture and one spinning wheel...

| give and bequeath to my daughter Mary Joyce two negro Jacob & Agnis, one horse and saddle,
one bed and furniture and one spinning wheel...

| give and bequeath to my son Elisha Joyce one horse saddle and bridle..
I give to my son Andrew Joyce one horse saddle & bridle...

I give to my beloved wife Jane & son Elijah my still....
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| give and bequeath to my loving wife Jane one black mare called Tibb, one saddle & bridle
My further will and desire is that all the residue of my estate....be sold at publick auction to my

Executors and the money arising from the sale (after reserving one hundred pounds [word unreadable]
for the education of my little children, Elisha, Andrew, Robert, Margaret, Elizabeth & Mary) be equally
divided amongst my sons, John, James, Elijah, Alexander, Elisha , Andrew & Robert Joyce.

Lastly I also hereby.....appoint my son James Joyce, Elijah Joyce, and my brother Thomas Joyce
and my trusty friend Patrick Hamilton , executors of this my last will and testament hereby...making void
all former wills by me heretofore made ratifying this...to be my last will & testament.”
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Recommendations for Further Research:

Research the John Joyce of Louisa County, Virginia: In 1743 a John Joyce also appeared in
Louisa County, Virginia. Further research might show if he is the brother of Thomas and
Alexander who was baptized on May 25, 1718.

Attachments:
A. 1st Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church Baptism
B. Louisa County, Virginia, Order Book 1 (1744-1748), microfilm 29
C. Louisa County, Virginia, Deed Book A and B (1742-1759), microfilm 1
D. Lunenburg County, Virginia, Deed Book 1 & 2 (1746-1752), microfilm 1

E. Guilford County, North Carolina, Record of Wills (1771-1943):
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Attachment A

1st Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church Baptism
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Attachment B

Louisa County, Virginia, Order Book 1 (1744-1748), microfilm 29

ROBERT LEWIS JOHN STARKE

CHARLES BARRET JOHN POINDEXTER Gent. Justices
JOSEPH BICKLEY ROGER THOMPSON

_ .~ Ordered that the Vestry of Saint Martin's Parish do divide that part of the
Parish which is in this County into so many Precincts as to them shall seem most
convenient for processioning every particular person’s land in that part of the Parish
and do appoint the day when such processioning shall be made in every Precinct, and

do appoint two honest and intelligent of i

such fai 1 procession and of the particular reason of
_fmmemthhm‘thhﬂyW'MMh
Settling the Tithes and Bounds of &c”
i - Ordered that the Vestry of i Parish do divide the Parish into so
a4 Cts as to them shall seem most convenient for processioning every
vy mmahﬁh&ehﬂ.nd&w&om&-ms
be day of September and the last of March next when such processioning shall
Performed in every Precinct, and also do appoint two honest and i
h”“"'mv'“uch?ndnawmnch ]
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Attachment B (2)

Louisa County, Virginia, Order Book 1 (1744-1748), microfilm 29

-104- 2 LOUISA COUNTY ORDER BOOK, 1744-1748
2% S--'! 17

. : R —

5 ia by the Court addged o e ve belonging to THOMAS THOMSON of this County

of
- ""'f:;,‘f"’"‘,..,, 21".::'.‘ belonging to THOMAS THOMPSON of this County,

i adjudged fifteen years of age
mﬁ?&uu.‘ﬁ:’-mmu&.mw. ROAD above
NORTH EAST CREEK be allotted to the Road whereof THOMAS PAULETT is Sur-

veyor
- Ordered that all the hands beloning to Mr. VENABLE's ROAD below
NORTH EAST CREEK be allotted to the Road whereof DANIEL WILLIAMS is Sur-

- An Indenture made between SAMUEL THOMPSON and TEMPERANCE

Court by
::Muumugummummmu
in open Court relinquish unto the said WILLIAM her Right of Dower in the land con-
veyed and admitted to Record

- An Inventory of the Estate of JOHN BLALOCK, deced., was this day

\ returned and ordered to be recarded

- Ordered that ROGER McGUIRE be Overseer of the Road from CUBE
CREEK BRIDGE to the County Line

- An Indenture between RICHARD PALMER of the one part and POUNCEY
ANDERSON of the other part was this day in open Court further proved by the Oath
of JOSEPH FOX, Gent. a witness thereto and admitted to Record

- An Indenture between JAMES OVERTON, SENR. of the one part and
JAMES OVERTON, JUNR. of the other part was this day in open Court further
proved by the Oath of DAVID COSBY, a witness thereto, and admitted to Record

P.  Louisa County Court 28th of July 1747
236 - An Indenture between JOHN HENRY, Gent. of the one part and JAMES
BOBIT of the other part was this day in Camwwed:rl:eu»eaamd
deed of the said JOHN by the Oaths of THOMAS PAULETT, BENJAMINHEN-
son-numqawm.-h-. and admitted to Record
- to this Court that JAMES POX, deced., died intestate and that

- JOSEPH SHELTON Gent. of this County i
Majesty’s person ’ took the usual Oaths to his
aboth:)nh “mdwmmm&mmw&.
government and the Oath Oaths to his Majesty’s person and

- Present mbbtﬁ-b’w

g
L
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Attachment C

Louisa County, Virginia, Deed Book A and B (1742-1759), microfilm 1
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Attachment D

Thomas Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D (2)

Thomas Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D (3)

Thomas Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D (4)

Thomas Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D

Alexander Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D (2)

Alexander Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D (3)

Alexander Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment D (4)

Alexander Joyce May 10, 1748 Deed Lunenburg County, Virginia
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Attachment E

Guilford County, North Carolina, Record of Wills (1771-1943):
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Attachment E (2)

Guilford County, North Carolina, Record of Wills (1771-1943):
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